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LV]ABC unlikely to lose licenses in
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_ByKENNETH R. CLARK ~ .- ... ¥ baout their profitable stations, such as Channel
EF THE FEDERAL Communications Commis. % . 1U'S Very unliKely'that would happers Broms”

L

sion ends up agreeing with the Central Intellj- _Der Said. “I's one of the things that could-be dope

B3 gence Agency that ABC. News- violaied ,the;".g;%gétr;me case, but it has never happened at | |

fairness doctrine three months ago when it said
the CIA had ordered the assassination ‘of a Hon-
olulu man the worst thing the network would be
likely to face is a force-fed meal of crow, :
That conclusion from FCC spokesman David
Brenner is unlikely to silence critics who see the
I TR T gy per-secret Spy agen-
; ¢y in the role of a
sinister Big Brother

ou could not rule it out, but it is very |

“unlikely thata single violation of the “fairness -
doctrire would come clese to triggering revoca-
tion of a license.” ) T s

Under the doctrine al} licensed broadcasters

.are required to cover controversial issues of
public importznce and zfford a reasonable
opportunity for opposing viewpoints and equal
tBime for ang target of l“personal attack,” but

- renner said anyone fj ing a coemplaint of a
i‘getgdrézgil the First . ;iolg;ion must be prepared to prove it beyond
oubt. . _

_ Wit.:BCtg:ck%iI At‘m”;; “WHAT'S REQUIRED to be shown is actual
September when Pe. - evxde_nce that a hc:ensee has been unreasonable,”
ter Jennings reported D said:“Not that it has failed to present one side, |
on  “World News. - b_ut that it has been unreasonable in its determina. |
Tonight” that Ronald - Hon on whether to present one or another side. It's
Rewald, a Honoluly - B0t Whether they were wrong but whether they

" inv estm'ent banker jn. - Were unreasonable. Evgn if thgy were wrong, but ',
dicted- for allegedly - ,the'y were reasopa}sle‘m their conclusion, then |

Ny swindling investors. - We'd stay out of it. ' o

S out of $200 million, - - Brenner said if the FCC found ABC in violation "

» of the fairness doctrine the harshest punishment - .

Wk BN 7Y e i
Peter Jennings © . actuall ‘

. . y was an under- ;. : : ]
cover agent running a CIA “front.”. The report, . :-lekt?a};:ti::vr?lgfdt}f:nst:xl-;ng the lines of a forced

quceting a self-proclaimed spy, Scott Barnes, said p : : -
the agency had.ordered that Rewald be murdered askelé a;]zigI?ttxor}axggrigogongézlze?hésc l\)vaciuld ‘.’S
because his indictment had made him a “liability.” . Brenner said Elf the licen o im apt(l:‘e, .
The CIA, already under congressional fire over .: rg fact saic. & t; t ethsee cd mfeihup with a .
an “assassination manual” reportedly issued to -SaUslactory amjwer. 1at’s the end o e St.o-ry‘.ﬁf;
agency-backed rebels fighting Nicaragua's Sandj. o Critics of thé CIA's action saw it differently.’In"*~
nista regime, was outraged. -Prodded by CIA ..2" San Antonio . speech NBC President Larry™
protests, ABC News aired the agency’s denial and ‘- .Grossman- said the action “should send chills up _,
s2id “we stand by the story,” then broadcast a’ - and down the spine of anyone concerned with the |
“clarification” last month in which the network * First Amendment.” He described the CIA as “one. -
admitted that upon further investigation, during .., powerful arm of government. . .seeking to pun@s.h.:':i
which Barnes refused to take a lie-detector test, it < the press by taking advantage of another govern... .
was unable to corroborate his story... PR ment .agency's .Jife-and-death. power over. radio-..}
ed and-t‘gl_eyision;_stgtionboperatipg_1icgnses," i 35

e

.-- “ABC News has ‘now.concluded that Barnes - © gt e e UCENSeS. T ¢ s pih
charges cannot e substantiated and we have ng= e CBS:- News 'President ‘Ed -Joyee praised=ABC.;
reason to doubt the CI1A"s denial,”.J ennings said. It- fbf.-;k-'e"sbo‘riding}.q'uickly Wwith "a_clarification:of:=
was not enough for the CIA, which filed an official--that story in & traditional dnd appropriate jours
complaint with the FCC asking that the matter ) R e

G : R . T.D nalistic fashion,™::-. ctsaa T
investigated. R C e s hard to understand what else the CIA
BRENNER, SENIOR ADVISER to FCC Chair- : - expected or desired,” he said. “ABC’s handling of
man Mark Fowler, defended the CIA's nghttg file' ' this matter was the appropriate way to deal with
the complaint but doubted whether any decision . the story. It belongs as a part of the unfolding -
his agency made would jeopardize the licenses of-  information process, not as a matter to be brought -
ABC's TV and radio stations (networks are not™-~before a regulatory agency.” . -t L
licensed by the government but cannot exist- -.-. FRED FRIENDLY, professor at Columbia Uni.?
.o . P R D C SR . - : Lo ek
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versity Graduate School of Journalism and for. |

~mier CBS News President, was harsher. He called |

the CIA action “a bastardization of the fairness !
doctrine."” !
“It's a complete misuse of the doctrine,” he |
said. “The fairness doctrine says to do controver-
sial programs of public importance and to do them -
feirly. It hes nothing to do with Punishment and to .
use them as an alternate to libel is an aberration -
and extremely dangerous. A penalty would mean
that stations, who are already fearful, would never
do anything controversial. Half the stations, and
the networks, are looking for an excuse not to do
them anyway, and this would give them a chance
to say: ‘Why should we do them? We'll lose our "
license.’ S T
“It's a cheap trick by an instrument of:govern. !

. ment that ought to be ashamed. This ig »mischief-}

- making. Let the CIA do its mis'chief-mak.ing under

* its mandate, not in the communications‘chax_nnels"
- in the domestic United States.” - 0N

Friendly said the question of whether -é_gd';'e}ni'_

2- <
_Speaking tor tne CIA, Patty Volz said the
agency's counsel had determined If would be
llegal for the agency to sue ABC, Jeaving the FCC
mﬁf—m%g |
"the CIA sought revocation of any ABC Ticenses. |
" “This was done because of repeated attempts i
and discussions with ABC to get a retraction of the |
entire story, which is about 955 wrong,"” she said. }
“We're not asking for the revocation. We're asking |
for an examination of the way -ABC reported the !
news—whether there's distortion. We're asking it | -
. to carty out its inquiry and come up with its.own !
" suggestions and recommendations.” o
. Volz said the controversy over the Nicaraguan =
" rebel manual, in which “neutralization™ of enemy .
political leaders was recommended, had nothing
" to do with the decision to challenge ABC News, - -
:°- “We've never confirmed the existence of that
““manual,” she said. “One doesn't have anything to*
do with the other, but we did feel we had to do:
" something. It's not fair to the American public to -
“have them out there thinking the CIA goes around
i - killing people when we don't. We simply_dq not do
~ that, and we had to have some way of making our -
C_point” - . ' - :
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